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Monetary Award Program (MAP) Grant

* Need-based grant

ISAC’s largest program

Available to eligible lllinois residents who attend an lllinois MAP-
approved college

Subject to appropriation
o MAP appropriation for the 2025-26 award year is $721,566,200

A MAP formula distributes appropriated funds so that the neediest
students receive grant assistance
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Monetary Award Program (MAP) Grant

« The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) and the
Alternative Application for lllinois Financial Aid are the applications
for MAP

« Critical application data elements for MAP are:
o State of lllinois residence — student and parent
o Grade level -- must be an undergraduate
o Degree information - can't have a bachelor’s degree or be working on a
master’s degree
o School choice — must list at least one MAP-approved lllinois school

 Students should apply as early as possible after the FAFSA and
Alternative Application becomes available
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Monetary Award Program (MAP) Grant

« MAP grants can only be applied toward tuition and mandatory fees
o Mandatory Fees is defined as the charges assessed by an institution
that are required to deliver educational services to students for each
term, regardless if a student is attending either on campus or through
distance education. Application, graduation, laboratory, breakage, and
add/drop fees as well as program administrative fees for out-of-state or
foreign study are specifically excluded

* Per MAP rules:
o j) MAP grants are applicable only toward tuition and mandatory fees.
MAP grants may not exceed the:
= 1) maximum award specified at Section 35(c) of the Higher
Education Student Assistance Act [110 ILCS 947]; or
= 2) institution's tuition and mandatory fee charges on file with ISAC
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Monetary Award Program (MAP) Grant

« The maximum annual award amount a student is eligible for depends
on their financial need and cost of tuition and mandatory fees at their

college
o The amount of the MAP grant award a student will actually receive per
term will be prorated based on the number of credit hours in which they
are enrolled
« Students must be enrolled in at least 15 semester hours (or the equivalent at a
quarter school) to receive the maximum amount for which they qualify per term
 If enrolled in less than 15 hours, students will receive 1/15 of their eligible
amount for each credit hour in they are enrolled.

» Students must be enrolled for a minimum of three credit hours to receive a MAP
award.
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Monetary Award Program (MAP) Grant

« MAP usage is tracked by the equivalent number of semester credit hours of

benefits the student receives
o If a student is attending a quarter school, the quarter credit hours are converted to semester
MAP paid credit hours.

« Referred to as MAP Paid Credit Hours (MPCHs), a recipient may receive the
equivalent of 135 semester credit hours of MAP benefits

» This will allow most students to complete a baccalaureate degree

o 135 credit hours converts to approximately 4% years of full-time study

o Eligibility may be extended for one additional term if the student has used fewer than 135 MAP
paid credit hours but does not have enough remaining MPCHs for the number of hours in which
the student is enrolled

« Areport is available in the MAP system to assist schools in identifying
students that are close to or have reached their 135 MPCH limit
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MAP Cycles

- Start-Up
o Based on budget proposal and expectations
o Implemented when a new FAFSA becomes available (October 1)
o Student eligibility data is made available using a Start-Up Formula,
calculating an estimated maximum award amount
Recompute
o Based on MAP appropriation set by a finalized state budget
o Establishes the maximum award amount on which payment claims are
made using a Recompute Formula
o Implemented May - July, depending on budget process
Payment Claim Processing
o Typically begins in August and ends in June
o Fall term claim deadline date usually in early December
Reconciliation
o Throughout the award year, August — July
Close Out
o Atthe end of each award year, June - July - August
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MAP Cycles

« 2025-26 Recompute Formula

©)

©)

Commissioners approved the Recompute Formula at the June 26, 2025
Commission Meeting
The maximum 2025-26 MAP Award is $8,064

o Maintains a 4% reduction that was implemented in the Start-Up Formula in
March 2025

Uses 2021-22 tuition and fees in the formula

o 2026-27 Start-Up Formula

©)

O
O

Commissioners are expected to approve the Start-Up Formula at the
September 18 Commission Meeting

It will be implemented shortly after 2026-27 FAFSA processing begins for
all institutions

Based on projections; assumes level funding

Typically the same as the current Recompute Formula

* isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-formula/
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https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/map/map-formula/

MAP Formula

[ Home ISAC Gift Assistance Programs = Monetary Award Program (MAP)  Formula 2025-26 MAP Formula]

2025-26 MAP Formula

2025-26 MAP Recompute Formula
2025-26 MAP Start-up Formula

Each year the lllinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) is responsible for adopting an
allocation formula for the Monetary Award Program (MAP). The Commission approves a "start-up”
formula that is used to begin making award announcements for students applying for the next
academic year. Typically, once the Governor and General Assembly take final action on the budget,
the Commission revisits the formula in June or July and takes action fo approve a "recompute”
formula.

Unless otherwise noted, all calculations should be rounded to the nearest whole dollar upward from
500 and downward from 499 5Students who have been paid for 135 or more MAP Paid Credit
Hours are not eligible for MAP.

2025-26 Recompute Formula

At its June 26, 2025 meeting, the lllinocis Student Assistance Commission approved a recompute
formula - which is outlined in Table Four of Agenda ltem 5 -that is essentially the 2025-26 start-up
formula, including the 4 percent reduction factor that was implemented in the spring.

Budget

“ZISAC

Monetary Award Program (MAP)
Program Overview

Applying

Suspense

Eligibility

Award Announcements

Formula
2025-26 MAP Formula =
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ILLINGIS STUDENT ASSISTANCE COMMISSION I ——

2025-26 Monetary Award Prog|
Dependent Student Recompute Annual Award Hand Calculation Form

If SAI == 0, enter student information then skip to Box F and set F3, the ISAC Adjusted Student Aid index, to 1800.

Dependent Student Information Directions
1. Mame 1. Unless stated olverwise, Ifa feld is blank of negative, use Zeno fof computing.
2. Unless stated otherwise, fourd all caleulations 1o the nearest whale number,
2 upward from 0.500 and dowrward from 0,400,
3. W neaded, refed 1o FSA's 2025-26 Student Aid ndex and Pell Grant ENgibility Guide .
3. Sehoal Box A and B info i= on pages B-12; Appentdic E expliains when sssets are requined.
4. I reporting sssels is MOT reguired sel B4 equal 1o 0.
Box A P Student C from Income 5. Swudenls whd have used 135 o more MAP Paid Credil Hours are ol eligibie for MAP,
6. Studerls with & Fedaral SAJ greater than of equal to $9,000 are nat eligble Tor MAP.
1

- Student 2023 AGI [Box G Calculate Total Student Contribution
1. Student income coniribution (A 11, must be 0 or greater)

[

. Stugent 2023 eamings from work
2. Student asset contribution (B.4, must b= 0 ar grester)

. Stugent lotal income additons (other than AGI or eamings)
3. Combined student contribution (C.1 + C.2)

S

. Student lotal income offsels
4. Student Aid Index [SAl) from FAFSA Submission Summary or 1SIR

th

Student Total Income ([A1 + A3 - Ad] or if non-tax fler [A.2 « A3 - Ad])
5. Student contribution {lesser of C.3 and C.4)

-

Stugant 2023 U.S. taxes paid

L T T L T ———

7. Paymll tox aowance (4.2 0.0765, with masimum $12.255) ILLINOIS STUDENT ASSISTANCE COMMISSION
2025-26 Monetary Award Program

2. Income pretection allowance $11.5

- Independant Student Recompute Annual Award Hand Calculation Form
9. Tolal Avwances (AB + AT + A.8)

Anokpandsn Sedend nformuaion Diracilans
10. Available Income = Tolal Income - Tolal Allowances (4.5 - A.3) — | Hame 1. Uniess stased otherwise, If a field & blank or regative, use zem for computing.
X X 2. Uniess siated othenwise, all calculatons are roundsd 1o the nearss? whobke number

11. Stuent Contribution frem Income (A.10 x 0.50). If negative, st 1o 0.

-2 ID upwsard Traen 0500 and dowsreand feom 04989

3. Sludenis who Fane wied 135 o more MAP Paid Credil Hours aré mal algible Tor Map

Box B: Calculate Student Contribution from Assets 3 Gkl 4. Sludenis wilth 8 Fadara SA greater tham or aqual 1o $6,000 e mol sligitss ke MAP

- Cash, savings, and checking aceounts: Box C: Calcwste Mazimunm MAP Ebgibalify

1. School 2021-22 aubon ard mandalory fees

M

Met woith of Ifvestiments plus adjusted net worth of business of tarm

Box A: Calculate ISAC Adfusted Student Confritsutian
Net value of assets (B.1 + B.2) 1. Saudent Aid Indax [SAl) om FAFSA SubmiEsion Summany of ISR 2. Living allowance &5 200

Ll

~

Student Contribution from Assets (B.3 x 0.20)

—_— |2 Base adpstment fachor 3. Assessed Pell Grand amount (B2 x 080}

3. Progracsive sdustment tacior (417 11000 mund to 2 decimats) 4. ISAC adjusted sudent contribution (A7)

‘ ‘&

4. ISAC adjusimeant Tacker (A 2 + A3 kaaping 2 dacimal placas) 5 Maximum eligibiity {C1+ C.2-C3-C.4)

ISAC infiabed shudent confribution (A1 xA4) Box D: Determeine MAP Award
1. Maxirwen algibiity (T 5]

o

F ISAT M ik 31,800
2. Tubon and fess (C.1)
7 1BAC adpusted shudent confribution (grealsr of A5 or &)

3 Masireem raan 5400

Box B: Look Up Estimaied Federal Pell Grand Amount 4. Determine the lesserof 001, D2, or 0.3, 1 the amcund 8 the resul of
1. S A C.1. round using Tabie 2
Ay

@ ISAC 2 Estimabed 2021-22 Pell Granl amount kom Table 1 5. Annual ful-time MAP award® = D4 = 0.86. round Lo neares] doliar I

® Term awards must be prosated based on anrolimen




MAP Eligibility Criteria

* Toreceive a MAP grant, a student must:

O O O O

be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen

be a resident of lllinois

demonstrate financial need

be enrolled in an eligible degree or certificate program, or in an eligible
credit-bearing Occupational or Career and Technical Certificate program
at an lllinois public institution, for a minimum of three credit hours
throughout the institution's tuition refund/withdrawal adjustment period
be an undergraduate student who has not received a baccalaureate
degree

maintain the satisfactory academic progress standards of the institution
not be in default on any student loan, nor owe a refund or repayment on
any state or federal grant or scholarship

not be incarcerated

not have exceeded the equivalent of 135 semester credit hours of MAP
benefits paid
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Residency Requirements

* For a dependent student:
o The parent who is required to complete the FAFSA must
physically reside in lllinois and lllinois must be his/her true,
fixed and permanent home

* For an independent student:
o Must physically reside in lllinois
o Must have resided in lllinois for 12 continuous full months prior
to the start of the academic year for which assistance is
requested
o lllinois must be his/her true, fixed and permanent home

« Schools are expected to verify residency for recipients of any

ISAC gift assistance programs for which lllinois residency is a
requirement
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MAP Awarding Policies

« Awarding Policies

o Regular School Year
o Notification

o Packaging
* Combining with other programs

« Awarding Procedures

o GAP Access

 Access

» Functionality

 Filter, Sort and Columns
o Eligibility List

« Conflicts

 Eligible Students
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Awarding Policies

« MAP is only

ADDENDUM FOR AGENDA ITEM 7

available to
students in the

regular school year
o Itis not available
for summer terms

Schools report
academic year and
term dates in the
annual budget
reporting process

The definition of
“Regular School
Year” is in General
Provisions

“=ISAC

DATED 4/17/25
PRESENTED AT COMMISION MEETING

Following the submission of the Commission Agenda Book Item 7, ISAC received a comment
on Part 2700 — General Provisions. One of the proposed changes in Part 2700 seeks to clarify
the definition of a regular school year.

After reviewing the comments internally with the Legal team, ISAC determined that this
comment was relevant and important and merit a necessary change. Approval from the
Commission is sought for this change, which is outlined below. If approved, the revised version
will be the proposed language sent to JCAR second review period.

ORIGINAL PROPOSED RULE AMENDEMENT — From Posted Agenda Book for 4/17/25:

"Regular School Year" — An 8 to 9 month period eftime that includes 2 semester terms or 3
quarter terms. The regular school year excludes summer terms. A summer term is any academic

period that consists of one or more sessions of instruction between a spring and a fall semester,
andfor one that 1s conducted durmg the months of June, Julv, and/or Au gust TFerms-that begin

REVISED PROPOSED RULE AMENDMENT

"Regular School Year" — An 8 to 9 month period eftime that includes 2 semester terms or 3
quarter terms. The regular school year excludes summer terms. Any term, class, or session, or
portion thereof, Ferms-that begins after April 15 and ends before September 16 are is considered
a summer terms.

14



Awarding Policies

* To ensure all MAP recipients receive the same information about their award in
a consistent manner, ISAC requires schools to announce MAP awards to
students enrolled at their institution, including the estimated award amount

 Schools are required to clearly identify the estimated awards on the award
notification as: State of IL MAP Grant (Est)

« ISAC also provides specific language that is required to be included on or with
the school-issued award notification
o Additional information may be communicated in the notification as long as ISAC's

required language is included exactly as written and additional language does not
conflict with it, or break up the text

« Schools are also expected to notify applicants of changes in their eligibility
status, such as students who:
o are not eligible due to a zero award
o become eligible (or ineligible) due to a correction or adjustment to their application
o have an incomplete record
o have aloan in default
o are considered late applicants
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Home = ISAC Gift Assistance Programs = Monetary Award Program (MAP) - Award Announcements

Monetary Award Program (MAP)

MAP Award Announcements 7
Program Overview

School Requirements Applying
ISAC No Longer Reporting Default Status Suspense

Students who apply for financial aid [via the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) or Eligibility
the Alternative Application for lllinois Financial Aid (Alternative Application)] and agree to share the
information with ISAC are considered for a Monetary Award Program (MAP) grant. The
announcement process begins with the college sending an award notification to eligible students
indicating a calculated annual award amount. The inclusion of MAP grants in financial aid packages
is critical information for students to make informed enroliment decisions. Potentially eligible 2025-26 MAP Rights &
students are lllinois residents with an SAl under 9000 who indicated a MAP-approved school as one Responsib

of their school choices on the FAFSA or Alternative Application.

Award Announcements

2025-26 Required School-Issued
Award Notification Language |

Seil bl

In order to ensure that all MAP recipients receive the same information about their award in a

consistent manner, ISAC requires schools to announce MAP awards to the students enrolled at their Formula
institution - including the estimated amount of the award. Refer to the School Requirements section MAP Paid Credit Hours
for details.

Special Enroliment Circumstances

Links to various forms and notifications are available from the right-hand menu. :
Budget Reporting

School Requirements Payment

ISAC provides the specific language that is required to be included on or with the school-issued e nilell i

award notification at the beginning of each processing cycle. Schools are required to announce MAP Electronic Processing
MAP awards to the students enrolled at their institutions, including students who are only eligible for
a Z2nd semester/2nd and 3rd quarter MAP award. Schools are required to clearly identify the
estimated awards on the award notification as: State of IL MAP Grant (Est).

Additional information may be communicated about MAP in the award notification as long as ISAC’s
required language is included as written and the additional language does not conflict with it. For
example, schools may want to provide students with the link to the MAP Rights & Responsibilities
form, which includes pertinent student consumer information, or direct them to the MAP section in
the Students & Parents area of ISAC's website.

Schoanls are alsao exnected to notifv annlicants of chanaes in their elicihilitv status Reasons for
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2025-26 School-Issued Award Notification Language

All schools are required to announce MAP Grant awards to all eligible students enrolled at their
institutions, including students who are only eligible for a second semester/second and third
quarter MAP award. Schools are required to clearly identify the awards on the award notification
as: State of IL MAP Grant (Est).

Schools are also required to include the following information with the award notification:

By applying for financial aid and agreeing to share that information with the lllinois
Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) you have been considered for the State of
llinois (IL) Monetary Award Program (MAP) Grant. All MAP-approved institutions are
required by the State of lllinois to announce MAP Grant awards to students who are
enrolled or intending to enroll at their institution. An award amount is included in your
financial aid package if you have met the eligibility criteria.

The MAP Grant award amount is an estimate made by the financial aid office and is
identified as a "State of IL MAP Grant (Est)". Please be aware that the number of
available MAP Grants is limited by funding levels approved by the lllinois General
Assembly and the Govemor, and reductions to estimated or actual MAP Grants are
possible.

There are also limitations to how long you can continue to receive a MAP Grant. Usage
is tracked by the number of credit hours for which you've received MAP benefits and is
referred to as MAP Paid Credit Hours (MPCHs). The maximum number of MPCHSs that
can be received is 135, which is equivalent to approximately four and a half years of full-
time enrollment. For your reference, and to learn more about MPCH limitations, you may
access a record of your MPCHSs, as well as other student resources, through the ISAC
Student Portal at studentportal.isac.org.

Eligibility for the need-based MAP Grant award may indicate that you are eligible for
assistance with expenses such as food, housing, or child care for dependent children. If
you have dependent care expenses, ask the financial aid office about the federal
dependent care allowance. For eligibility and application information about the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and the Child Care Assistance
Program, contact the llfinois Department of Human Services at 800-843-6154 or
@IS Ac www.dhs.state.il.us. Contact the lllinois Hunger Coalition Hunger Hotline at 800-359- 17
= 2163 or www.ilhunger.org.




Awarding Policies

 If students are also eligible for the following ISAC
programs, these must be factored into the award

package before MAP:
o lllinois Veteran Grant (IVG) Program
o lllinois National Guard (ING) Grant Program
o Grant Programs for Dependents of Police/Fire/Correctional

Officers (PFC)
o Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver (SETTW)
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Awarding Policies

Student eligibility is provided to colleges in the MAP system in GAP
Access

The system displays the maximum award amount the student is
eligible to receive at the college

In order to view eligibility, users must have access to the system
The financial aid director at each school is considered the Primary
Administrator for GAP Access and is responsible for approving staff
access at their institution

There are two additional levels of system users
o School Administrators can add and update access for other school users
o School Users can view and update program data, depending on the
access levels given to them

A two-factor authentication security measure is utilized in GAP
Access
Schools should have a process in place to remove non-active users

on a frequent and regular basis
- User verification must be completed on an annual basis; was due July 1
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Awarding Policies

ISAC continues to announce MAP awards until projections indicate that the
dollars appropriated will be exhausted by the number of awards already
announced for the year.

Applications received after that point are placed in award announcement
suspension.

If it becomes necessary to suspend award announcements to remain within
appropriated funding levels, that action is applied concurrently to all
students.

The status of suspended awards is evaluated as more information becomes
available throughout the year and, if application volume and claim rates
support such action, some suspended awards may be released.

Any suspended awards that might be released in the future would remain
subject to the MAP priority considerations dates of the academic year that
awards are suspended.
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Awarding Policies

Suspension of 2025-26 Award Announcements

* ISAC has suspended the announcement of 2025-26 MAP award
announcements for all students whose initial 2025-26 FAFSA® is received by
the FAFSA Processing System (FPS), or whose initial Alternative Application
for lllinois Financial is received by ISAC after Thursday, June 5. 2025.

» The suspension of MAP award announcements is reflected on the
appropriate screens and reports of the MAP system, as well as in the MAP
Eligibility File Extraction.

» MAP records in suspense status are indicated by a MAP Suspend Code of "S"
(S = New application received after the suspense date will not be considered
for an award this year) in the MAP system and in the MAP Eligibility File
Extraction.

» Colleges must suspend announcing MAP awards to applicants whose initial
2025-26 application receipt date is after Thursday, June 5, 2025.

“=ISAC &



Student Eligibility List

* A list of MAP students for your school can be found in the

MAP System

o Log in under correct year
o Select the Student tab
o Select List

« A Student List Eligibility Screen will appear with detailed list
of students who are eligible along with those who are not

eligible due to:

o Disqualified

o ISAC Default

o Late

o MAP Suspense

» Schools can also select the Report tab and generate a list
from the drop-down box
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COUNSELORS E-LIBRARY FAA'S GAP ACCESS

<ISAC

et e [ SUNGIST JOR SN

Quick Links About ISAC

Bomrowers Contact ISAC ISAC Gift Assistance Program (GAP) Access
Counselors Emoymnt Gap-Access
e-Library
FAAs

MNAD Arroce
IDAPP
Lenders

GAP Access Login

ISAC Gift Assistance Programs (GAP) Access A o Yo AP A el

. Administrator Account B
Assigning an Administrator

GAP Access User Guides
GAP Access Login
Functionality Available via GAP Access

Activating Other GAP Access
Administrators B

Activating GAP Access User Accounts

Military Service

ISAC Gift Assistance Programs Access (or GAP Access) is the portal through yfhich online

interacuons Tor U"I-E! purpose ol aata ing UIFE and submissions, eligibility annou ncements and GAP Access 2-Factor Authentication

User Guidea

Assigning an Administrator ‘
All users, not just those who work in the financial aid office, need a valid GAP Access ID and DEAA

password (for example, users who need access to the FTP site). The links to the GAP Access User Digital Education Achisvement Anvard
Guides below provide step-by-step instructions for activating accounts for administrators and users
of the GAP Access portal. ISAC will rely on an administrator (contact person) at each institution to
authorize users. The GAP Access Administrator will ultimately be responsible for monitoring
passwords, staff access, and security for a variety of ISAC programs. The initial request for

Nm—E‘glbb, Nm'ohzens payment requests for ISAC-administered programs are conducted. Due to the confidential nature of
Transcrip( Exchange the stujem—specmc data involved, a secure authentication process is required before access can be
granted.

institutional access should be made by the Financial Aid Director or High School Principal.

Ultimately, one entry point, user name and password will be used to gain access to all programs to
which a user has been granted access by their school's administrator. As additional ISAC gift
assistance programs are added to the GAP Access portal, the administrator must access the User
Maintenance area and update the program access and level for each user.

GAP Access User Guides

User Guides for all GAP Access functionality are below. General questions, user name and
password maintenance, and technical information about GAP Access are answered in the Activating
and Authentication User Guides
« Activating GAP Access User Accounts =
[ ISAC = Activating Other GAP Access Administrators e

. Artivatinn Your GAP Accecs Primary Administrator Accaunt




Reset Password in GAP Access

User Login

If you forget your
password or User ID,
you can reset it User 1D

yourself by clicking | |
on Forgot Password B |

oriorgotlser® —
ogin

Forgot Password? Forgot User ID?
Click here to register
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.
MAP 2025-2026: Student List Eligibility: View

Select School and MAP Code

| _ UNIVERSITY v|

UNIVERSITY 00

Home Student Budget Reports File Extractions

List Filter Sort Columns

Entries displayed | 100

Sel Current SSN Last Name First Name  Trans# Original
Yearly

Elig

1 [ 6O 0 xoxexx 01 $8,064.00

Original Disq MAP SAl FPS Proc Date of Academic Level MAP Cont SAI ING
Yearly Susp Date Birth Paid Stu Change Certified
Elig Credit
Hrs
First year
%8,064.00 $-1,500 11/29/2024 10/22 . undergraduate 030 Y
(freshman)
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— ...

mon Columns
°
Term (] Selected Students Only F I te r
o Pay Selected Students Only

Al v

[] Highest Transaction Only

MAP Code (] Eligible Students Only S
‘ Al v ‘ @Undergraduates Only c ree n
Program OGraduates Only
| MAP v |
SSN Ineligible
‘ | ] MAP Paid Credit Hours >= 135
First Name O 15AG Defautt There are many
‘ _ v| | ‘ ] MAP Suspend
O] Disqualify ways to locate
Last Name < « .
| | ) eligible students by
Original Yearly Eligible Amount USing the Filter
= v | Option. Once you
Primary SAl have made your
lhd B B selections, click on
SAI Change . .
| » list and you will
Academic Level receive your
A v selections in a new
FPS Process D Start Date screen.
| 8|
End Date
| =l
Application Receipt Date Start Date
| =]
End Date G

| |



Sort Screen

List Filter Columns

Unselected Selected
Academic Level Last Name
Cont Stu First Name
Date of Birth — Trans#
Disq
FPS Proc Date —

ING Certified

MAP Paid Credit Hrs

MAP Susp

Criginal Yearly Elig o
SAl

SAl Change “

“=ISAC

The Sort screen is helpful when
you need to create an Eligibility
list by a certain criteria. A school
can move from selected to
unselected to create the format
of their list. Once your criteria is
selected, click on List and you
will have a new list according to
your specifications

Selected checkboxes will be
sorted descending. Unchecked
checkboxes will be sorted
ascending.

=¥l
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Columns Screen The columns feature
Is used when you want to
sort your list in a certain
Home S3tudent Budget Reports File Extractions way. You can
move between the
do e e unselected and selected.
Under the selected
Unselected Selected column you can move
Application Receipt Date Current 55N each selection up or
Dependency Code Last Name down depending on how
MAP Code First Name you want them to appear
SSN Match Flag Trans# on your list.
Term Award Onginal Yearly Elg
Term Disq
MAP Susp
. SAI '
FPS Proc Date ~
: Date of Birth :
. Academic Level N
MAP Paid Credit Hrs
- Cont Stu +
SAl Change

ING Certified .



|l MAP 2025-2026: Student Detail: Eligibility | e

UNIVERSITY 0

Home Student Budget Reports File Extractions

el This is a view if you selected
a single student from your

Transaction

L
Current SSN R
T school ID
| Go Date of Birth

Person UUID S LS Appl Receipt Date

v ‘ 111282024

FP5 Processing Date

MAP Code ENgIDle Amount MAP Code Paid Request Mode 11/29/2024
1 $4,032.00 Last Update
072272025
2 $4,032.00

Original Yearly Eligible Amour*

$8.064.00 Details
Depend Code Update T

Total of all terms not to excee | " paate Type School Certification Data
Academic Level As Of Date Citizenship Fields Verification Fields
First year undergraduate (freshman) 0772212025 . ) i h

Citizenship Status Selected for Verification

Living Allowance Disqualify 1 N
55,200
SAl Change Flag MAP Suspend A#
Primary SAl MAP Paid Credit Hours DHS Match Flag NSLDS Default Fields
51.500 030 N5SLDS Match Flag
Adjusted SA1 Paid Previous Secondary DHS Match Flag 1
$1.800 2 NSLDS DE Results Flag
Estimated Pell Continuing S5A Citizenship Flag 1
56,495 Y o
Adjusted Pell ING Certified
55,196
Student Contribution Residence Fields
51.800 Student's State Residence Date
Student Change Flag IL - 10/2005

Parent’s State Residence Date
—— 55N Match Flag :
4



Student Eligibility List - Conflicts

MAP Student List Eligibility: View
Select School and MAP Code

. I

~

Home Student Budgel Repors

File Extraclions

|

N
Filter o Columns

Entries displayed 100 w

Sel Cuwrrenil  Last Firs1
55N Hame Maime

Trams#® Original [Dhisg ISAC MAP
Yearly
Elig

Dt Susp

| ViewReport [l Excel Rep

“=ISAC

Student records flagged with the “hght bulb™ icon on the Student
List: Ehmbality View screen, may also melude yellow

lnghhghting on the Student Detail: Eligability sereen on the fields
that may be mmpactmg the student’s eligibility,
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Below s a samplke of the communication that will be used/necded to resolved the conflict.

Resolving T

°
a C o n f I I ct Thank you for your recent inquiry regarding a discrepancy mn onc ormore 2020-21 Institutional Student Information

Records (ISIRs).

In orderto process your request, we require the school to confirm that the student’s first, middle initial and last
name, date of birth and current SSN have been validated by their office. By electronically s ubmitting this data
to us,you are confirming that you hawe werified its accuracy.

CO ntact Pa rtner In prior years, schools would submit copies of confidential documents (Social Security cards, etc.), evenif they had
. . not been requested. In an effort to avoud these sensitive documents frombeing unncoessanly submatted, ISAC
Services rega rd INg cstablished the below Iist ofkey identifiers forresolution. A fter we receive the key identifiers fromthe school, we

. review the mformation and, ifneeded, we would request supporting documentation.
the conflict and an

s

e-mail will be sent to Student First, Middic Initial and Last Name
Student Last 4 Digits of SSN
the SChOOI ISIR Transaction Number
A ISIR Transacton Date
explaining what Date of Birth
|nf0rmat|0n needs to Schoolcontact mformation (name and phone number)

be sent to ISAC to Brief descrniption ofthe discrepancy (forexample, if a StudentName or Student SSN needs to be comected, chearly
h e I p reso IVe t h e wdentify boththe “ncorrect™ and “comrect ™ nformation ifknown)

co nﬂ | ct If you chooseto provide the mformation via an Excel spreadshect, pkase password -protect the Excel fike and provide
mformation neededto access thedocument to ISAC in a separate communication.

Atthis time, pkase do not fax any mformation to ISAC. If we need additional documentationafter our mitial
rescarch, based on your response to the above, we will notify you

If you haveany questions, please contact ISAC's School Services Departmentby calling 866-247-2172 or by sending
an c-mail message to sac schoolservices@illinois gov,

Sincercly,

SchoolServices

@IS AC llknois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) )




MAP Payment Policies

« Payment Policies
o Initial payment requests
o Certificate programs
= Definition
o Differential codes
= Definition and Purpose
« Payment Processing Procedures

o GAP Access Functionality
= Certificate programs
= Edit MAP Code functionality (differential codes)
= Processing results and reports
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Payment Processing Policies

« MAP can only be used to cover tuition and mandatory fees that have
been reported in the school’s annual budget

« Schools must report the full number of enrollment hours for MAP
recipients and make adjustments if enrollment status changes

« Initial claims must be submitted by the claim deadline dates to be
considered timely

« To receive MAP for a short-term certificate program, the student
must be enrolled at a public institution in a program that meets the

following definition in ISAC rules:
o “Occupational or Career and Technical Certificate” means a credit award
for satisfactory completion of a prescribed curriculum intended to
prepare an individual for employment in a specific field.

“=ISAC “
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Payment Processing Policies

« Annual eligible award amounts are initially calculated based on the
tuition and fee data reported in a school’'s main MAP code budget

« Some schools have more than one MAP code, which are referred to as

differential codes
o These are used to collect tuition and fee data for higher costs program and
used for students who may be enrolled in a program of study that
assesses higher charges (above the main rate)
o This may result in a higher eligible MAP award amount for the student
o An Edit MAP code option is available to allow for a higher award to be
calculated if a school has a differential code(s)
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Payment Processing Policies

Differential Codes

- |f a student is assessed both main and differential rates in a term, the college
may use the differential rate for students if they are enrolled in a program of
study that is assessing higher charges and the majority of the coursework

the student will take to complete the program is assessed at the higher rate.
o Ifitis an even split, the student can be paid MAP using the higher rate.

« If a student changes their program of study during the term and will no

longer be assessed a differential, an adjustment may be needed
o Depends on the timing and charges incurred
o Schools can make an adjustment to the award amount claimed in the differential

code or submit a new payment request under a different budget code
» The initial request must first be cancelled and a new claim submitted; it's not
recommended that this be done close to claim deadline dates

* In all cases, colleges must ensure that a student does not receive a MAP
award that exceeds the amount of tuition and mandatory fee charges that
the student is being assessed.
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Payment Processing Procedures

« MAP payment processing is done in the MAP system in GAP Access
in two steps:
o Payment Generation - involves identifying student records for payment
and indicating their enrollment hours/status
o Payment Submission - sends the identified records to ISAC
« Schools can request the award
o Individually from the Student Detail screen
o Input Student Enrollment Hours — can be used for a group of students
= Using Social Security numbers, transaction numbers and enrollment hours
o Payment Generation - can be used for a group of students who all have
the same number of credit hours

= For example, a group of students who are all enrolled in 15 credit hours can be

grouped together to perform a batch request
o File Transfer Protocol (FTP) process

= A standard for sending files over the Internet.

= Schools that utilize ISAC’'s FTP process must have GAP Access IDs and
passwords to log in to the secure file transfer system.

= Schools create a160-byte flat file and send this file to ISAC through a directory
on ISAC’s FTP server.
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Payment Processing Procedures

Certificate Programs

« There is an indicator in the MAP system for schools to use to identify
students who are receiving MAP due to enrollment in a Short-Term Certificate
Program at a public institution.

« To request payment for a student in an eligible certificate program, schools
should report the number of credit-based hours in which the student is
enrolled for the term.

o If the student is enrolled in additional coursework, the number of enrollment hours
reported should be the combination of the certificate program hours and other
coursework the student may be enrolled in.

o The certificate box should be checked even if the hours are mixed (a combination
of traditional and certificate program courses).

o Help text is provided to clarify when the indicator

should be checked.
-

Check this box if some or
all of the term MAP award
will be used for a credit-
based Occupational or
Career and Technical

» For payment requests submitted via FTP, a “Y"
indicator should be provided in Field #21 in the o e e
FTP file, per the file specifications. program that is not

currently eligible for federal
@ISAC Title IV financial aid.

Certificate program at a
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Payment Processing Procedures —
Certificate Programs

 Inthe MAP system, the indicator can be provided on the:
o Student Payment Detail screen - for individual reporting
o Input Enrollment screen — for batch reporting, will apply to all students entered on
the screen
o Payment Generation screen — for batch processing; will apply to all students
selected (and saved) on the Student Payment List

Slidant  Payment Sudoal  Repots  Fla Frlectinns

1 Yot [ TR IR

Term HAP Code Pegumxi
1 W mid w Fagnerl
1

Check this box if some or
all af tha term MAP award
willll be wasd for a cradit-

F i baged Cooupational ar k.o on — — pregram that iz nat currenty
g " Caraar and Tachnlcal ELE0OD ! " aligibis far fadaral Title IV
Cerlificate program at a . " financial aid.
public institution, and itis a

" program that is ot [ . =
Iransatla ¥ currenthy eligible for federal L ol "
Title IV financial aid.

Fapm tadl Hrjord Himman

Home Student Payment Budget Heporis  File Extrachons
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1w Pagment
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DEd
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Payment Processing Procedures —
Certificate Programs

« For payment requests submitted via FTP for students in short-term certificate

programs, a “Y” indicator should be provided in Field #21 in the FTP file
o Updated FTP file specifications can be found on the Electronic Tools page in the E-Library

2025-26 MAP 160 Byte File Layout
Specifications

F) The following 160 byte record layout will be used for transmitting data between schools and ISAC.
S DT TN T i .

LIONERE D Type Schoolto 1SAG to Sehool
Position SAC
Pavment or
E Data Elamant g c.'r:““::m Elig File I::::::l
Electronic Tools S| £ ey | w m
160 Byte Format
1 3 1| Applicable MAP School Code 9(03) X X X
This section provides information on electronic tools and specifications for loan and grant payment [ T 2 [ Record Type X(01) 3 7 576
processing. Links to helpful software programs are also provided. & 5[ 3| TermEnled 9{01) =1,203 =1,20r3
6 7 4 | College Year 9(02) 26 26 26
B 8 8§ | Payment Request Code (valid values = P or C) X(01) X X
H o H 9 14 6 | Title IV School Code X(06) X X X
Processing ISAC Gift Assistance Programs T ] = - -
51 53 8 | Fillar X(03)
2025_26 54 54| 9| User Defined X(01)
55 61| 10| Requested Award Amount for Term 9(05)vV9 hs X
- 62| 62| 11] ING Certified X(01)
« FTP Process Using GAP Access Credentials X 5| 6al 12| Transaction Number 5102) X X
- . . = 65 65| 13| Continuing Student X(01) x X
« 2025-26 MAP 160-Byte File Layout Specifications 2 6| 66| 14| Paid Previous Year (01) X X
« 2025-26 Alternative Application Student Record School File Layout ® 67 | 67] 15| Dependent Residency Override %(01) opt*
68 68| 16| Payment Resul Code X(01) X
« 2025-26 Alternative Application Student Record School File Layout @ 60| 75| 17| Payment Results Amount Paid for Term 9(05)Va8 X
. . . - 76 B2| 18 | Adjusted Amt from Previous Payment Results S9{05)Va9 X
« 2025-26 ING Grant 160-Byte File Layout Specifications 83| 84| 19 Filer %(02)
. = 85| 92| 20| Payment Results Procass Date (As-of-Date) X(08) X X
« 2025-26 IVG 160-Byte File Layout Specifications - 53 | 83| 21| Short-Term Certificate Program %(01) Cpt* X
94 894 | 22 | MAP Suspense Flag X(01) X X
95| 95| 23| Shutdown Flag X(01) X X
96 96 | 24 | Disqualify Flag X(01) ES ES
a7 99| 25| MAP Code Paid Term 1 X(03) X X
100 | 102| 26| MAP Code Paid Term 2 X(03) X X
103 | 105| 27 | MAP Code Paid Term 3 X(03) X X
106 | 106 | 28| Update Type X(01) X X
107 108 | 28 | Expanded Reject Reason Code x(02) x
108 [ 110] 30 Filler X(02)
111 12n 21 Inunica Nimbsr XNy X
Ut f=r-8 AN Fayinsiin i Gauns N ilveTad Lals AWt wals) EAIRT Y ) FaY M

a3 93| 21 | Short-Term Certificate Program Xx(01) Opt* X

- -~ _— e — PAPIFIP n



https://www.isac.org/e-library/electronic-tools.html

. I
Payment Processing Procedures — Editing MAP Codes
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Payment Processing Procedures

MAP Payment Results

« Payment is made through an offset process

« New payment requests are compared to outstanding amounts owed
to ISAC as a result of cancellations and adjustments made, and
payment is made accordingly.

» Designed to accommodate the many changes in student eligibility

that can occur during the awarding and disbursement of financial aid
o Includes decreases, increases, initial requests and full refunds

“=ISAC 43



Payment Processing Procedures

Payment Results Summary/ Invoice Detail Reports

» This is a compilation of four reports generated by ISAC following a
school’s payment request. It includes:
o Payment Results Report
o Payment Exception Report (if there were exceptions)
o Payment Results Summary (by term)
o Payment Results Summary (all terms)
 This report should be printed or downloaded each time a payment

request is submitted

= ome Siudent Favyment =daget Rtpqr’:i ke b

Entries displayed | 10 Filter

- Compleied Payment Fegoiae  cepiang IR T3e KA FInvescs
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Payment Results Summary/ Invoice Detail Report

1SC1787 04 LLINOIS STUDENT ASSISTANCE COMMISSION PAGE 1
1755 LAXE COOK ROAD RUN DATE: 07/16:2020
e DEERFIELD I 600155209
PAYMENT RESULTS SUMMARY
ACADEMIC YEAR MONETARY AWARD PROGRAM (MAP)
ALL TERMS
MAP CODE
REQUESTED PAD DS FERENCE"

#STU AMOUNT #STY AMOUNT
FULL REQUESTED AWARD AMOUNT PAID 3 6.408.00 3 £,408.00 000
REQUESTED AWARD AMOUNT REDUCED 0 000 0 000 000
INCREASE IN PREVIOUS PAID AMOUNT 0 000 0 000 000
NO CHANGE IN PREVIOUS PAID AMOUNT 0 000 0 000 000
REQUESTED AWARDS DENIED 0 000 0 000 000
REQUESTED AWARDS HELDLATE CLAIMS ) 000 000
PARTIAL REFUNDS 0 000 0 000 000
FULL REFUNOS 0 000 0 0.00 000
TOTAL REQUESTED 3 6.408.00 0.00
NET AMOUNT DISBURSED 3 6.408.00
LESS ADVANCE PAYMENT OUTSTANDING 000
LESS PREVIOUS BALANCE DUE TO ISAC {5.360.00)
TOTAL AMOUNT INVOICED 106800 DUE TO SCHOOL
INVOICE NUMBER M205383150
NOTE: THIS INVOICE NUMBER WiLL BE REFERENCED ON THE VOUCHER AUTHORIZING PAYMENT
FROM THE STATE COMPTROLLER. THE VOUCHER NUMBER IS REFERENCED ON THE CHECK.
"REPRESENTS AMOUNT NOT PAID OR TOTAL AMOUNT PREVIOUSLY PAID
NOTE: ALL FUNDS SHOULD BE RETURNED TO ISAC ONLY AFTER A FINAL RECONCIUATION MAS BEEN COMPLETED AT
THE END OF THE REGULAR SCHOOL YEAR. ALL SCHOOLS WITH AN OUTSTANDING AMOUNT OWED TO ISAC AT THE END
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR WILL RECEIVE A NOTICE INDICATING THE TOTAL AMOUNT TO BE REFUNDED




Adjusting MAP Awards

« Adjustment Policies
o Adds/drops/withdrawals

 Adjustment Procedures

o Increasing, decreasing and cancelling claims
o GAP Access reports and results codes

“=ISAC &



Adjustment Policies

« Award amounts may need to be adjusted throughout the award year
due to changes in enrollment, class changes or withdrawals

 Policies regarding adjustments are defined by ISAC administrative
rules and should also be consistent with institutional policies

* From ISAC General Provisions, Section 2700.20 Definitions
o "Enrolled" — The status of a student who has completed the institution's
registration requirements and is attending classes.

“=ISAC v



Adjustment Policies

MAP Rules, Section 2735.30, Program Procedures
r) If a recipient withdraws from enrollment after the expiration of the tuition
refund/withdrawal adjustment period, the recipient shall receive MAP grant
payment for tuition and mandatory fee costs incurred up to the term award
provided the institution's tuition refund policy indicates the recipient has
incurred charges in the amount of the claim.

MAP Rules, Section 2735.40 Institutional Procedures
) If an announced recipient's credit hour enrollment decreases before the
expiration of the tuition refund/withdrawal adjustment period, the institution
shall only request payment up to the tuition and mandatory fee amount based
on the number of credit hours enrolled.

“=ISAC “



Adjustment Policies

If an enrolled student drops some (but not all) courses before the end
of the tuition refund period and does not incur charges for the
dropped courses, then a MAP claim should only be made for the
number of hours in which the student remains enrolled and for which
the student incurs charges.

If there is a graduated refund rate and a student incurs partial
charges for a dropped course, MAP can be used to cover partial
charges, and in that case the number of credit hours for the dropped

course(s) would be reported when claiming MAP benefits
And, depending on the amount of the partial charges, the MAP award
amount may need to be adjusted.

If a student drops some (or all) classes after the refund period and
incurs full charges for those classes, a MAP claim may be made
based on the initial number of enrollment hours to cover costs
incurred, including for those the student may have dropped.

“=ISAC “



Adjustment Policies

« |f a student was enrolled but did not attend any classes and is
administratively withdrawn for non-attendance, the student would not
be eligible to receive MAP for costs incurred.

« |f a student was enrolled in multiple classes but did not attend one of
them and was administratively withdrawn from one class, but incurred
charges, the student could receive MAP for costs incurred for all of the

classes

o For example, a student enrolled in four classes for a total of 12 credit hours,
but only attended three of the classes and was administratively withdrawn
from one class, but incurred charges for all 12 credit hours, the student
could receive MAP benefits for 12 credit hours if the student had remained
enrolled (and attended some classes) throughout the refund/withdrawal

adjustment period.
« This means that while students cannot be paid for Title IV aid for the classes
they do not attend, the student could still receive MAP for those courses if they
were enrolled and still attending other classes.
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Adjustment Policies

« If a student completely withdraws before incurring charges (or
attending classes), no MAP should be claimed for the student.

« |f the student completely withdraws after incurring charges, a MAP
claim may be submitted for the full number of credit hours for which

the student had enrolled.
o However, based on MAP eligibility requirements, in order to be eligible to
receive MAP, the student must have been enrolled throughout the
drop/withdrawal period.

* In all cases (for audit purposes) there should be a record of charges
and dropped/withdrawn courses on a student’s account for which
MAP is paid

o Even for courses that may not show up on a student’s transcript, but for
which MAP was used to cover charges.

“=ISAC 5



Adjustment Procedures

« To make an adjustment to a previously submitted payment request:
o Submit a new payment request in GAP Access or via FTP for the correct
number of enroliment hours based on the student’s updated situation
o Submitting a new payment request overlays the most recent one
submitted, and GAP Access will calculate the difference between the

previous request and the new request
= For example, if the initial payment request was for 12 credit hours, and the
student adds a 3-credit hour course, the school can submit a new request for
15 credit hours and GAP Access will recognize that payment was made for the
initial 12-hour claim and only provide payment for the additional three hours

« |f a student is no longer eligible to receive an award or a request has
been made in error, a payment cancellation can may be made through
GAP Access orvia FTP

“=ISAC &



Adjustment Procedures

Adjusting Claims with Differential Codes
« |f a payment request has already been submitted for a term and the MAP code

needs to be corrected or updated:

o First, cancel the original request (just as you would do a cancellation for other
reasons, such as a withdrawal).

o Once the cancellation has processed, submit a new request using the alternate
budget code

o This can be done in GAP Access in the MAP system for individual adjustments to a
student’s record or it may be done using the FTP process

o In either case, this would be a two-step process of cancelling the request and letting
it process, and then submitting a new request after the cancellation has processed.

o If a budget code needs to be changed for a student’s second term, submit the
payment request for the subsequent term using the alternate MAP code (and the

new calculated award amount).
» Adjustments would not need to be made to the first term, unless an error was made and/or
it's determined that the student was not eligible for an award using the budget code.

« |f an award is cancelled and a new claim is submitted after the term’s claim
deadline it would be considered late and may not get paid
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Adjustment Reminders

» A school should be cautious when cancelling/adjusting awards when
it gets close to the term’s claim deadline date

« Claims submitted after the deadline date will be considered as late
claims and only be paid if funds remain after paying all timely claims

* Be sure to check
reports in GAP Access
after submitting claims
and adjustments to
ensure that they

processed as expected
o Results codes on the
reports indicate
increases and
decreases

“=ISAC

MAPF Pavment Results Codes

Caonle

Definition
Paymecnt request processed — no repart execpoion.

Payment increased,
Prayrment decreased.

Full MAP Paid Credit Hours alrcady used.
Record previously paid to vour school for requested term.

Payment reduced, amount claimed 1= greater than term award.
Ineligible fior pasment due to caleulated award amount of zere

Incligible for payment due to Stafford loan defaulr stams.
Dhsqualified record for disqualified ressen code as listed.

Record previously paid to another school as listed for requested term.

Student previously puid as o praduatine senior.

Student not eligible for term requested. Application received after the deadline dare.

Pavment annual aword amount lmil,

Suspended MAP payment.

b 1 K Pl sl o il o ol el ==l =] By

With this payment, student allains 135 MAP Pard Creda Hours. Student will no longer be elipgible
for MAP payment.

-
[

Change in payment was requested; record indicates that no prior payment has been made for this
term.
MAP Paid Credit Howrs increased due to change in enrallment hours.

H—C{'.H‘!ﬁ‘

MMAFP Paid Credit Howrs decreased duc to change in corallment howrs.
Held payment request — Late Claim

Held payment request — Insufficient tunds available.
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Alternative Application Student Records

* The questions on the 2025-26 Alternative Application are consistent
with the 2025-26 FAFSA and it collects all data elements needed to
calculate an SAl

« Similar to an ISIR, the Alternative Application Student Record includes
all application data elements
o The order of the data in the file layout follows the order of the ISIR and the
values are the same, unless otherwise noted
o Available as a text file in Notepad
= Using free Notepad++ app provides more user-friendly viewing
o The Alternative Application Student Record School File Layout document
provides details about field names, length of data fields, and start and end
positions
= Located in the Electronic Tools section of the E-Library at isac.org

 Creating/uploading Alternative Application Student Record files to
colleges’ internal systems is not required

o Relevant student applicant data provided in GAP Access may be relied on to
administer MAP for both FAFSA and Alternative Application applicants

“=ISAC =



Making Adjustments to Alternative
Application Student Records

« A process is available in the MAP system that provides colleges with the ability
to submit professional judgment adjustments and make corrections for
Alternative Application student records

« Professional Judgment and Application Correction tabs are available on the
Student Detail: Eligibility screen in the MAP system for Alt App records only

« Colleges may rely on the same policies and procedures they have in place for
FAFSA applicants who have special or unusual circumstances

 During the update process, messaging will appear if data is removed from a
required data field, and the user will not be able to proceed to the next page until
required information has been entered

« Once all changes/updates have been entered, you must select a “Submit” button
to complete the process

« For more detailed guidance refer to the Operational Guide for Alternative
Application processing:
o isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/2425-FAA-AltApp-OpsGuide-Jan24.pdf
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https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/2425-FAA-AltApp-OpsGuide-Jan24.pdf

To Process a Dependency Override -
Professional Judgment in the MAP System

e

MAP Student Detail: Eligibility ]

Home Student Budget Reports File Extractions

List Eligibility

Professional Judgment Application Comection ]

Transaction / Name |D

Current SSM
ﬂ School ID

P -1 Y1 Base MAP Code
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2024-25 Operational Guide for Alternative Application Processing

Issue

Guidance

Regulatory/Rule Reference/Resources

RISE Act Eligibility J

If a student completed a
FAFSA but did not pass the
database match checks, can
they complete an Alternative
Application?

The Alternative Application is not intended to be an alternate option for students
who do not pass the database match checks on the FAFSA. It is intended for
students who meet the specific eligibility criteria in the RISE Act legislation.

If the student completed a FAFSA in error and meets all the criteria specified by
the RISE Act, the student may complete the Alternative Application.

Illinois Public Act 101-0021

For students who have filed
both a FAFSA and an
Alternative Application, is the
school responsible to
compare and resolve
conflicting data?

“=ISAC
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Certifying MAP Eligibility —

lllinois Residency
L

What are the MAP residency
requirements for students

who are eligible to complete
the Alternative Application?

Professional Judgment

MAP using the Alternative Application. To qualify to receive MAP benefits,

Rules:

The residency criteria in the RISE Act determines if a student is eligible to apply for

students must also be a “resident of Illinois” as defined in ISAC’'s Administrative

Public Act 101-0021

ISAC Administrative Rules - General Provisions

Section 2700.20 Definitions and Section
2700.50 Determining Applicant Eligibility

Are students who have
completed an Alternative
Application subject to the
same rules and guidance
regarding professional
Jjudgment as a FAFSA
applicant?

Yes. Colleges may rely on the same policies and procedures they may already have
in place for FAFSA applicants who have special circumstances.

Can a financial aid
administrator make a
professional judgment
adjustment to a student’s
Alternative Application
record, or does it have to be
submitted to ISAC?

A process is available in the MAP system of the GAP Access portal that provides
colleges with the ability to make corrections and submit professional judgment
adjustments to Alternative Applications.

Professional Judgment and Application Correction tabs are available on the Student
Detail: Eligibility screen in the MAP system that will allow colleges to access a
student’s Alternative Application record and update most of the information on
the application, with the exception of the following data elements: ISAC ID
Number, student e-mail address, parent e-mail address, and school choices/codes.

When making a Professional Judgment adjustment, the option to perform a
dependency override is associated with Section 3 of the application where you will
have the option to provide/update parental data or continue with a dependency
override.

During the update process, messaging will appear if data is removed from a
required data field, and the user will not be able to proceed to the next page until
required information has been entered.
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lllinois Residency Requirements for MAP

« MAP grant recipients must be residents of the State of lllinois and it is the
college’s responsibility to ensure that all MAP recipients meet the lllinois
residency requirements

« For a dependent student to be considered an lllinois resident and eligible to

receive a grant:
- The parent of the dependent student who is required to complete the FAFSA must

physically reside in lllinois and Illinois must be their true, fixed, and permanent home.
« If lllinois becomes the parent's true, fixed, and permanent home after the initial FAFSA is filed,
the student's and the parent'’s state of legal residence and permanent mailing address must be
corrected to indicate lllinois on the FAFSA

« For an independent student to be considered a resident of lllinois they must have
physically resided in Illinois (at the time of application), and must have resided
for 12 continuous full months immediately prior to the start of the academic
year for which assistance is requested and lllinois must be their true, fixed, and

permanent home.
Example: An independent student attending an institution with an academic year
starting on August 5, 2025, must have resided in lllinois from August 5, 2024 through
August 4, 2025.
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lllinois Residency Requirements for MAP

It is the college’s responsibility to verify any dependent student for whom there
may be conflicting information pertaining to the parent’s state of legal resident, as
well as any student whose dependency status changes from "dependent” to
"independent” during the award year.

« Applicants who cease to be lllinois residents after MAP award notification may

complete the academic year with the awarded grant.
Example: If a dependent student's parent(s) moves out of state after completing the FAFSA and have
received notification of MAP eligibility, the student remains eligible for MAP for the balance of that
award year, assuming the student continues to meet all other eligibility requirements.

« |f a school has conflicting information about an applicant's residency, the school

must resolve this discrepancy prior to delivering MAP funds.
This requirement to resolve conflicting information is separate from the Federal Verification
requirement and supersedes all verification rules.

 An institution is not required to verify residency if:
the applicant received payment of a MAP award during the previous academic year; or
the applicant was enrolled in an ISAC-approved MAP institution or an ISAC-approved
lllinois high school for the preceding consecutive 12 months prior to the start of the
academic year for which assistance is requested.
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lllinois Residency Rule Amendment,
Effective Beginning in 2024-25

From General Provisions, Section 2700.20 Definitions

"Resident of lllinois" —

A dependent student is a resident of lllinois if the parent of the dependent applicant, who is required by
the instructions to complete the FAFSA or the Alternative Application for lllinois Financial Aid, physically
resides within the State of lllinois, and lllinois is the parent's true, fixed and permanent home.

An independent student is a resident of lllinois if the applicant physically resides within the State of Illinois
(at the time of application), and has so resided for a period of 12 continuous, full months immediately
prior to the start of the academic year for which assistance is requested and lllinois is their true, fixed and
permanent home.

When an applicant does not qualify as a resident of lllinois under the preceding 2 paragraphs and the
applicant is a member of the U.S. Armed Forces or a foreign missionary, or is the dependent or the spouse
of an individual who is a member of the U.S. Armed Forces or a foreign missionary, or is a dependent
student required to list an out-of-state parent contributor on the FAFSA form, then the applicant's
residency shall be determined in accordance with the following:

An applicant who is a dependent student and physically resides in the State of lllinois with a parent
but is required to list an out-of-state parent contributor on the FAFSA form may be considered a
Resident of lllinois for the purpose of State financial aid programs. See Section 2700.50(e)(3).
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lllinois Residency Rule Amendment,
Effective Beginning in 2024-25

From General Provisions, 2700.50(a)(3) — Determining Applicant Eligibility

3) If the institution has information that a dependent student physically resides
with a parent within the State of Illinois, but the parent contributor listed on the
FAFSA physically resides in another state, the institution shall review the
applicant’s residency eligibility for ISAC gift assistance programs to determine
whether it should be based on the lllinois resident parent.

A) The institution will make this determination on a case-by-case basis upon
confirming that the dependent student and Illinois parent reside in the State as
evidenced by documentation as outlined in subsection (e)(4).

B) The institution shall notify ISAC of the determination.

C) A student’s maximum annual MAP award amount shall be based on the need
analysis calculation using the data of the parent who is required to provide financial
information on the FAFSA or Alternative Application, according to the instructions
provided on the respective applications.
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Procedures for Dependent Residency
Override

» A check-box is available in the MAP system to allow schools to override the
residency issue for students who have a disqualify code due to an out-of-
state parent contributor

« For FTP payment processing, there is a Dependent Residency Override field
in the file layout; provide a Y indicator, if needed

2025-26 MAP 160 Byte File Layout
Specifications

F) The following 160 byte record layout will be used for transmitting databetween schools and ISAC.

- Type Eﬁh“réll: ISAL to School
o = fata Elamart ;?.;"ﬂ':;nr EigFile | fyment
z {Length} Hagquest o Rasults
Start | End MAP Only MAP MAP
160 Byte Format
1 1 ! | Applicable MAP School Code (0] X X X
4 4 2 | Recond Type ®i01) 4 i 06
5 Bl 1= Enrofed {01 =1, 2ord =1, 2003
6 7| 4| Colege vear 02 Fo E il
a a & | Paymant Reguesi Code (valid values = P ar C} ®(01] X X
g 14| B[ Tite IV School Code Xi0a] X x X
15 =] 1| Parson UUID Xi38] X X X
51 53 B [ Filke X{03)
] ] 8 | User Dafinad X0
4] B1| 10 | Requestad Award Amount for Tarm [0S % X
2| &2 11| WG Certified x(01)
63 g4 | 12 | Trarsaction Humoer 021 X X
[ B85 | 13 | Confinung Stucent x{01]) X X
VA B | 14 | Paid Presious Year xX(0n) X X
( &7 B7 ) 15 | Deperdsnl Resisancy Geamide R0 o
@ ISAC [ B3| 16 [ Paymant Resull Coda X0 X 63
e ] Fa | 17 | Paymant Resulls Amcunt Paid for Tarm a5 E X




2025-26 MAP Payment Processing

« Expected to be available the week of August 18

* First term claim deadline date will be Friday, December 5

Monetary Award Program (MAP)
Monetary Award Program (MAP) Progrs Ovrien
Applying
Program News Suspense

(last updated August 8 2025) Eligibility

MAP Advising Data Collection Award Announcements
2025-26 Program Funding

2025-26 Recompute Formula
Suspension of 2025-26 Award Announcements MAP Paid Credit Hours
2025-26 Stari-up Formula Revision
2025-26 Start-up Implementation
2025-26 Award Announcements Budget Reporting
2025-26 File Layout Specifications
2025-26 Start-up Formula
2024-25 Reconciliation — Due to ISAC Notifications Reconciliation
Additional MAP References

Formula

Special Enroliment Circumstances

Payment

MAP Electronic Processing
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ISAC’s Partner Services Department

Provides program information, policy guidance, training and
support to colleges, high schools and other ISAC partners

Phone: 866-247-2172
Fax: 847-831-8549
E-mail: isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

Partner Services Team
Hannah Castellanos, Hannah.Castellanos@illinois.gov
Sarah Dulay, Sarah.Dulay@illinois.gov
Kim Eck, Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov
Hayle Mickelson, Hayle.Mickelson@illinois.gov
Daniela Rios, Daniela.Rios@illinois.gov
Sherry Schonauer, Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov
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Questions/Comments
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