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Agenda

1. ISAC Website
2. ISAC Services for Counselors 
3. ISAC Student Portal
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ISAC Homepage
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Students & Parents
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Before College
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Information for Professionals
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ISAC Services for Counselors
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www.isac.org/home/fafsa/index.html

FAFSA Completion Initiative

• Promotes FAFSA 
Completion by providing 
data on the number of 
FAFSAs completed by 
school

• Search and sort features 
allow users to easily find 
and compare data from 
Illinois high schools 

• Data updated on a 
weekly basis 
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FAFSA Completion By School
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GAP Access

12www.isac.org/gap-access

• What is it?
• Provides participating high schools 

the ability to identify which of their 
students have completed the FAFSA 
or the Alternative Application each 
academic year

• Data includes:
• Student names
• Eligibility for MAP Grant
• Aggregate #s of how many students are 

eligible for the Monetary Award Program 
(MAP) and the federal Pell Grant Program; 
expected family contribution (EFC) ranges

• listing of the first-choice colleges to which 
students sent their application results.

• High school principals sign up for 
participation through the GAP Access 
portal of ISAC’s website

• For assistance, contact Mary Lewis 
at Mary.Lewis@Illinois.gov

http://www.isac.org/gap-access
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/GAP_Primary_Admin.pdf
http://www.isac.org/gap-access
mailto:Mary.Lewis@Illinois.gov


State Scholars Program
• Early announcements

• Schools will have the option of participating in an early 
announcement cycle – announcements will be made on a 
regular schedule

• Congratulatory letters & certificates
• Congratulatory letters will be sent out at the same time as the 

announcements
• Schools will have the option of printing their own certificates 

• This option will allow schools to reprint certificates at any time

• Regular announcements
• Schools that do not wish to participate will receive 

announcements as regularly scheduled (around November)
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College Changes Everything (CCE) 
Campaign 
• The mission of the CCE 

campaign is to encourage 
students to complete college 
applications and a financial aid 
application. 

• Schools and organizations can 
participate in the CCE campaign 
by:

• Submit an Outreach Request 
Form and check they are 
interested to participate in CCE

• Conduct one college application 
workshop and one Financial Aid 
Application Completion 
Workshop between Labor day 
and Thanksgiving

www.collegechangeseverything.org 14
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ISAC Transcript Exchange 
• ISAC Transcript Exchange

• Through Parchment – a digital 
credential service

• Electronic exchange of transcript 
information for Illinois students

• No Cost
• Service is free for high schools 

when transcripts are sent 
electronically to any participating 
college worldwide 
• Including schools on the NCAA 

and Common App 
• To participate or learn more, 

contact:
• Lenore Smith
• Lenore.Smith@Illinois.gov
• (217) 685-2678 

http://www.isac.org/e-library/college-illinois-transcript-exchange.html 15
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ISACorps
• Recent college graduates
• Near-peer mentoring

• One-on-one assistance for students 
and their families

• College and career exploration
• Completing Financial Aid 

Applications
• Presentations and workshops

• The Financial Aid Process
• Financial Aid Application workshops
• College Application workshops

• Find your ISACorps member
• Search by zip code

www.studentportal.isac.org/isacorps 16
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Resources Available

http://www.isac.org

• Resources 
available on how 
to help students 
complete FAFSA, 
learn about 
different 
initiatives and 
resources from 
the Department 
of Education. 
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ISAC E-Messaging

• Sign up for e-
messaging to get 
the latest news and 
updates from ISAC 
• e.g. State Scholar 

information, RISE 
Act, MAP suspense 
date, in-person 
trainings, webinars, 
etc.

www.isac.org/emessaging/ 18
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ISAC Publications
• PDF versions available 

online for viewing or 
printing

• You can order printed 
materials on our website 
by clicking “Order 
Materials” at the bottom 
of the page

• Materials are free and 
will be shipped at no cost 
• Takes approximately 10 

days for delivery

www.isac.org/ordermaterials/order-materials.html 19
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Illinois Postsecondary and Career 
Expectations Framework (PaCE)
• Framework outlines 

information a student should 
have to make the most 
informed decision about 
college and career planning

• ISAC PaCE support options:
• PaCE Overview Presentation
• PaCE Framework 

Development Workshop

• For information, resources, or 
the PaCE Support Request 
Form, visit our website

www.isac.org/pace 20

http://www.isac.org/pace


Professional Development
• Professional Development Opportunities for 

counselors and professionals on the topics of:
• Financial Aid Process
• Working with Special Student Populations
• Verification and Professional Judgment
• PaCE Overview

• Available in the forms of:
• Training and presentations – anywhere between 1 – 3 

hours
• Webinars

https://www.isac.org/PD/ 21
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ISAC Student Portal
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ISAC Student Portal Postcard

www.studentportal.isac.org 23
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ISAC Student Portal

• Free college and 
career planning 
platform for students

• Resources
• Toolbox 
• ISACorps
• ISAC Programs
• Now Playing

www.studentportal.isac.org
24

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/


Student Portal – Resources
• College Greenlight
• Claim Your Future
• IL College2Career
• Illinois WorkNet
• ISAC college Q&A
• College Scorecard 
• Illinois 

college/university food 
pantries 

www.studentportal.isac.org 25
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College Greenlight 
• A scholarship and 

college search 
platform

• Designed for students 
to explore different 
options based on 
preferences and 
eligibility

www.collegegreenlight.com/isac 26

http://www.collegegreenlight.com/isac


Claim Your Future
• Financial literacy game that allows 

students to choose a career and 
navigate through different 
spending choices

• Game can be played online or 
using game kit, which includes: 

• Career wheels based on Illinois 
employment statistics 

• Printable budget worksheet
• Additional financial education 

resources
• Educator’s Guide with a detailed 

lesson plan and homework activities

• Limited to one kit per school

www.isac.claimyourfuture.com 27
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Illinois College2Career
• College search tool for 

Illinois colleges or 
universities

• Search options 
include:
• Career Outcomes
• Costs
• Financial Aid 
• Graduation Rates
• Student Debt 

www.ilcollege2career.com 28
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Illinois workNet
• A web platform that 

provides individuals with 
resources that focuses 
on:
• Skills inventory 
• Interest profiler 
• Job searching 
• Resume building 
• Career exploration and 

preparations 

www.illinoisworknet.com 29
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ISAC College Q & A
• Service for students and parents 

to text us their questions about 
college and financial aid 

• Questions are answered by ISAC 
staff during regular business 
hours

• Students are sent targeted 
messages by grade level

• i.e. October 1st: It’s time to 
complete your FAFSA! Visit 
www.FAFSA.gov to complete it. 

• To get started, text your first and 
last name to the number closest 
to your area

(217) 207-3265 (309) 306-7066 

(618) 223-6450 (630) 216-4910

(708) 252-3890 (773) 453-9520

(815) 242-4630 (847) 243-6470

www.studentportal.isac.org 30
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University Food Pantries

https://www.isac.org/students/during-college/documents/College-
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Toolbox
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Student Portal – Toolbox 
• FinAid game
• Internships and summer job 

postings
• College checklist
• Event calendar
• Financial aid comparison 

worksheet
• PaCE student checklist 
• MAP estimator 
• State Scholar Program 

badge claim & verification

www.studentportal.isac.org 33
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FinAid Game
• Game to test financial 

aid knowledge
• Students can be divided 

into groups to work 
together to answer 
questions correctly and 
earn points

• Two levels
• Financial aid 101
• Advanced financial aid

www.studentportal.isac.org/game 34
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Internships and Summer Jobs

• Listing of co-op positions, 
jobs, and internships for 
students at different Illinois 
companies across the state

• Expose students to 
experiential learning 
opportunities as they 
explore different careers 

• Search by: 
• Keywords 
• Locations
• Internships 
• Jobs 

www.studentportal.isac.org/jobs 35

http://www.studentportal.isac.org/jobs


College Checklist
• Checklist that serves 

as a reminder of the 
steps students need to 
take to apply for 
college and financial 
aid

• Steps are broken 
down by grade level

• Some steps may be 
time sensitive, 
depending on the 
grade level

www.studentportal.isac.org/checklist 36
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Event Calendar
• Enter your zip code to find free 

ISAC-sponsored events near you 
such as:

• Financial Aid Process presentation
• Financial Aid Application 

Completion Workshop
• All About Scholarships presentation

www.studentportal.isac.org/events 37
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Financial Aid Comparison Worksheet
• Worksheet that allows 

students to compare up to 
3 award letters at a time

• Helps student calculate 
out-of-pocket costs

• Gives a better 
understanding of the 
components within award 
letters such as: 

• Cost of attendance 
• Gift aid
• Federal work study
• Student loan aid 
• Remaining need 

www.studentportal.isac.org/finaid 38
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PaCE Student Checklist
• The checklist 

corresponds with the 
Illinois PaCE 
benchmarks

• Written in student-
friendly language 

• Students can use the 
checklist to help them 
prepare for college and 
career 

www.isac.org/pace 39
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MAP Estimator

www.studentportal.isac.org/mapestimator

• Calculator that provides 
a student’s estimated 
MAP award based on: 
• EFC
• Dependency status 
• Colleges of Interest

• Ability to compare 3 
Illinois schools at a time
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State Scholar Program Badge
• Students who are 

designated as Illinois State 
Scholars may claim a digital 
badge on the Student 
Portal

• The digital badge can be 
shared on online profiles 
and social media accounts 

• Schools are able to verify 
badge authenticity to 
ensure that students have 
been selected as State 
Scholars

www.studentportal.isac.org 41
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ISAC Programs

42



ISAC Programs
• MAP Paid Credit Hours
• ING status check and 

application
• IVG status check and 

application
• MTI status check and 

application
• Grant Program for 

Exonerees application
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ISAC Now Playing
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Now Playing
• Recorded Facebook Live 

videos
• Student resources and 

videos
• College apps
• College resources
• FAFSA 
• Financial Aid
• ISAC programs
• MAP Grant
• Preparing for college
• Scholarships

www.studentportal.isac.org 45
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Thank You!

Ana Moya
Professional Development Specialist

Ana.Moya@Illinois.gov
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