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Agenda
• ISAC Programs Update

o Illinois State Scholar
o Teacher Programs
o Monetary Award Program (MAP)

• 2021-22 FAFSA & Alternative Application 
for Illinois Financial Aid

• Illinois FAFSA Mandate
• ISAC’s FAFSA Completion Initiative
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Illinois State Scholar Program (SSP)
• Due to Spring 2020 ACT and SAT exams being rescheduled in 

response to COVID-19, the 2021-22 State Scholar announcement 
schedule is being adjusted and award announcements will occur later 
in the year than they normally would

• ISAC continues to accept sixth semester data that will be used in 
determination of 2021-22 State Scholars, along with scores from 
rescheduled ACT and SAT tests

• The final date on which sixth semester data will be accepted 
has not yet been determined.
o High school counselors will be notified later this fall once the deadline 

date is established.
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Illinois State Scholar Program (SSP)
• Submitting Sixth Semester Data

o The sixth semester data used to determine State Scholars must be 
submitted via the SSP system in ISAC’s Gift Assistance Programs 
(GAP) Access portal

o All data files must be formatted according to ISAC specifications
o Data will continue to be accepted until a deadline date is announced
o High schools are encouraged to submit their data as soon as they 

are able to do so.
o Sixth semester is defined as the third semester prior to graduation, 

which is typically the end of a student's junior year (excluding 
summer term). 

o High schools may choose from two options to submit required data:
 Option One: Batches (via Excel Spreadsheets) – AVAILABLE NOW
 Option Two: Online Process – NOT YET AVAILABLE
 Because this process relies on ISAC's receipt of ACT and SAT scores, the 

availability of this option has been delayed. Schools that may have used the 
online process in the past may wish to consider using Option One to submit 
sixth semester data this year.
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Illinois State Scholar Program (SSP)
• To submit sixth semester data via Option One (Batches via Excel Spreadsheets)

o Create an Excel spreadsheet using specifications in ISAC SSP File Upload Template
 It must be created using the SSP Data Exchange Layout. 
 A sample template is available

o Refer to the SSP File Upload User Guide to learn about how to upload the file, view 
when the file is validated and how to correct errors online

o When the Excel spreadsheet is ready to submit, log in to the GAP Access portal to 
access the SSP system and follow the on-screen prompts to upload your file to ISAC.
 Once the file has been uploaded, a file validation process will begin
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2021-22 ISAC Teacher Programs
• Illinois Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver

o 2021-22 application will available at isac.org in December 2020
o Priority consideration date: March 1, 2021

• Minority Teachers of Illinois Scholarship
o 2021-22 application will available at isac.org in December 2020
o Priority consideration date: March 1, 2021

• Golden Apple Scholars
o Visit goldenapple.org to apply
 Priority Deadline: December 15, 2020
 Deadline: April 1, 2021
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https://www.goldenapple.org/


2021-22 Monetary Award Program 
(MAP) Grant

• The Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) start-up formula was approved at ISAC’s 
September 17, 2020 Commission meeting
o Maximum annual award 

amount of $5,340
o Based on projections; 

assumes level funding

• The approved start-up formula 
is outlined in Item 5 of the 
Commission Meeting Agenda
Book and may also be found 
in the MAP section in the
FAA area of ISAC's website
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2021-22 Priority Deadline Date
• Returning MAP recipients who submit their FAFSA by the announced 

priority deadline date will receive priority access to appropriated MAP 
funds
o Returning recipients are defined as those students who received MAP 

funds during the previous academic year
 For example, a student who received a MAP award in the 2020-21 award year 

would be considered a returning MAP recipient in the 2021-22 award year
o Applicants must also continue to meet all other MAP eligibility 

criteria
• For the 2021-22 award year, the MAP priority deadline date is 

December 1, 2020
o The FAFSA application must be submitted on or before December 1 to be 

considered for priority access to MAP
o Applications received on or after December 2 will still be considered for a 

MAP award and processed according to the usual MAP application and 
suspense process
 Note: the 2020-21 MAP Suspense date is July 1, 2020

 2020-21 FAFSAs or Alternative Applications received on or after this date are in 
suspended status
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2021-22 MAP Award Notification Language
• Minor changes were made to the award notification language that colleges are 

required to provide to enrolled, MAP-eligible students
o in response to legislation 

requiring references to 
potential SNAP benefits 
for need-based students 
(Public Act 101-0560)
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https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=101-0560


ISAC Student Portal Resources
studentportal.isac.org
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https://studentportal.isac.org/web/guest/student/
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2021-22 FAFSA
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2021-2022 FAFSA
• Available on October 1, 2020

o Paper FAFSA
 Fillable PDF
 2021-22 FAFSA colors are green for student information and 

purple for parent information
 Will be accepted for processing on October 1, 2020

o FAFSA on the Web (FOTW)
 fafsa.gov
 studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

o FAFSA mobile app
 Available in the Apple App Store (iOS) and Google Play (Android)
 An applicant can start on FOTW and finish on the mobile app, or 

vice versa
• No significant changes
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FAFSA on the Web Demo Site
• Became available September 27, 2020
• URL: https://fafsademo.test.ed.gov

o A username and password is not required to access the site
o Several types of test cases are provided and include FSA ID 

usernames and passwords to log in
• Can be used to:

o Help you increase your understanding of fafsa.gov 
o Train new staff members or other school departments
o Provide an introduction/orientation to students and parents 

• At the demo site, you can:
o Complete a sample FAFSA form
o Make corrections
o Check the status of the application 

https://fafsademo.test.ed.gov/


2021-22 Alternative 
Application for Illinois 

Financial Aid
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RISE Act Implementation
• The Retention of Illinois Students & Equity (RISE) Act went into effect Jan. 1, 2020

o Allows eligible undocumented students and transgender students who are disqualified 
from federal financial aid to apply for all forms of state financial aid 

o Removed the 75-hour cap on MAP paid credit hours for freshmen and sophomores; the 
overall maximum of 135 MAP paid credit hours remains in effect

o See the RISE Act information page for eligibility criteria and resource information
 isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-planning/retention-of-illinois-rise-act/

• To accommodate RISE Act-eligible students, ISAC created an Illinois-specific 
online application for MAP grants that is patterned after the FAFSA

• Application data is used to calculate an EFC and determine eligibility for MAP
o 2020-21 Alternative Application was launched on January 6, 2020 and will remain 

available for students to complete until June 30, 2021
 Enhancements were made to allow students to make updates/corrections and to 

allow students to submit an application without parental data
o 2021-22 Alternative Application will be launched on October 1, 2020, the same day 

that the 2021-22 FAFSA will be made available
• The Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid is only available as an online 

application and it is not compatible with a mobile device
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http://www.isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-planning/retention-of-illinois-rise-act/


Accessing the Alternative Application 
• The Alternative Application can be accessed at isac.org
• Must navigate to the RISE Act information page from the home page

o Spanish resources are available 
• The Alternative Application is not accessible in ISAC’s Student Portal or on the 

general ISAC Applications page with other ISAC program applications
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Alternative Application for 
Illinois Financial Aid



Alternative Application Pre-Screening Process
• Pre-screening questions at the beginning of the application help 

students determine which application (Alternative Application vs. 
FAFSA) should be completed
o An applicant will only need to respond to the Pre-screening questions if it is 

their initial application
o Renewal applicants will not see the pre-screening questions
o Data provided by applicants in the pre-screening questions is not provided to 

colleges
o Applicants who indicate in the pre-screening process that they are a 

transgender student will be asked to provide their Social Security Number 
 The SSN is not provided to the college; it is only used to track previous MAP Paid 

Credit Hours history

• If an applicant’s answers to the pre-screening questions indicate the 
Alternative Application should not be completed, a message will advise 
them to consult their high school counselor, a financial aid professional, 
or an ISACorps member for assistance in completing the FAFSA 
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Alternative Application Process: 
Pre-Screening Questions
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A “No” answer to the U.S citizen/eligible 
noncitizen question will lead to this screen

A “Yes” answer to the U.S. Citizen/eligible 
noncitizen question will lead to this screen

Alternative Application Process: 
Pre-Screening Questions
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Alternative Application Process: 
Pre-Screening Questions



Alternative Application Process
• Creating a Student Profile
 Once a student has navigated through the pre-screening questions and is determined 

eligible to complete the Alternative Application, the student will be prompted to 
complete a Student Profile

 All fields are required, and the applicant
should make note of the email, password 
and challenge question used
to create their profile

 The e-mail address provided should be
a permanent one that the student
will have regular access to (not one 
used just for high school or college purposes)

 If the applicant also has an ISAC Student
Portal Account, they will need to use
a different e-mail than the one used for
the Portal

 Once the Student Profile is complete, 
ISAC will assign an ISAC ID number 
that is unique to the student
 This is a permanent identifier that will

remain the same for a student every year
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Alternative Application Process
• Completing the Application

o There are seven sections in the application
 Sections 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 are about the student
 Section 4 is about the parent
 Section 7 is for signatures and certification 

o The questions in each section are essentially the same as the 
questions on the FAFSA, and help text is provided

o Students should answer all questions as accurately as possible
 Some fields are optional, but most are required
 A gender question will be asked on the Alternative Application, but it is optional 

for the applicant to complete
• Responses to the gender question will be not shared with the colleges

 Messaging will be presented for required fields that are left blank and the 
student will need to provide answers before they can navigate to the next 
page

o A “Save” button allows students to save their data and return at a 
later time to finish completing the application 
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Alternative Application Process
• The same financial data elements collected on the FAFSA (income 

and assets) will also be collected on the Alternative Application so that 
an EFC can be calculated

• Once the application has been signed and submitted, an EFC will be 
used in the MAP Formula in the same way that it is used for FAFSA 
applicants

• The EFC, the eligible MAP award amount, and other relevant data 
elements will be provided to colleges as the Alternative Application 
Student Record in GAP Access

• Students should not complete both a FAFSA and an Alternative 
Application
o If they do, there will be two records for the student in GAP Access
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SECTION 1 
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SECTION 2
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SECTION 4
SECTION 3
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SECTION 5 
SECTION 6 

The applicant can 
enter up to 

10 school choices



Alternative Application Process
• Signing and Certifying 

o Step 7 of the application provides the opportunity to review all the 
data entered
 Students/parents can navigate back to an appropriate section if a 

correction or update is needed at this point
o Student signature process
 Applicants will be provided with a review of the RISE Act eligibility 

requirements, followed by the Certification/Affidavit, which is part of the 
RISE Act eligibility requirements

 If the student is in agreement with the statements on the certification 
page, they then click on the Provide Signature button and will be 
presented with a field to enter their PIN
 The student’s PIN is provided by ISAC in an e-mail to the applicant after the 

Student Demographics page has been completed in Section 1 of the 
application 

 The student’s PIN is associated with the ISAC ID Number that is created and 
assigned to the student as part of the application process.
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Alternative Application Process
• Signing and Certifying 

o Parent signature process
 The parent may sign the application after the student has completed 

his/her signature process either at the same time, or the parent may log in 
to the student’s application at a separate time

 To log in, a parent will need the Student’s ISAC ID number and the parent 
PIN, which will be provided to the parent in an e-mail after their e-mail 
address has been provided on the application

 The field for the parent address is in Section 4, page 1 and is a required 
field
 Once the next button is selected to navigate to page 2 of Section 4, an e-mail 

will be sent to the parent from ISAC and it will include the parent PIN
 The student and the parent must have separate e-mails
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Alternative Application Process
• Submitting the application

o Once all applicable signatures have been provided, the Submit 
button will be enabled
 The Signature Status field must indicate “Signed” for each required 

signature in order for the student to be able to submit the application
o The application receipt date for MAP will be the date that the 

application is submitted
 An unsigned application is not considered complete and will not be 

assigned an initial receipt date until all applicable signatures have 
been provided

o A confirmation screen will be presented upon submission
o The student applicant will receive a confirmation e-mail from ISAC 

once all required signatures have been provided
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Spanish Alternative Application



Alternative Application Resources
• User Guide for students/parents
• FAQs for students/parents
• Worksheet for students/parents (will be available 

for 2021-22)
• Operational Guide for FAAs

o Guidance is provided for confirming MAP eligibility 
requirements according to current ISAC rules

o ISAC will not be selecting records for verification in 
2021-22
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Illinois 
FAFSA Mandate 

&
FAFSA Completion initiative
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Illinois FAFSA® Mandate
• Beginning with the 2020-21 school year, public high school students in 

Illinois must complete the FAFSA or the Alternative Application for 
Illinois Financial Aid as a prerequisite to receiving a high school 
diploma
o Required by Public Act 101-180, effective June 1, 2020

• Additionally, high schools are expected to provide students and their 
families with support and guidance in meeting this requirement

• A waiver provision allows a parent, guardian, or the student -- if 18 or 
emancipated – to opt out for any reason
o Non-participation form is available on the Illinois State Board of Education’s 

(ISBE) website, College and Career section
 www.isbe.net/Pages/College-and-Career
 https://www.isbe.net/Documents/FAFSA-Non-Participation-Form.pdf

• The intent of making FAFSA completion part of an expectation for high 
school graduation is to increase the number of students who are aware 
of the resources available to help them afford education or training after 
high school
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isac.org



ISAC FAFSA Completion Initiative
• To assist high school counselors with identifying students who have not 

completed a FAFSA/Alternative Application, ISAC administers a FAFSA 
Completion Initiative in its GAP Access portal

• Typically, ISAC has relied on lists submitted for the State Scholar 
program to create each high school’s initial list of students, however, a 
new approach is being implemented this year in response to delays 
caused by COVID-19

• Starting in early October, a new procedure that uses an existing file 
upload function in the GAP Access portal is being implemented so high 
schools may begin uploading their senior class list into GAP Access to 
track FAFSA/Alternative Application completion

• The student list file must be formatted in Microsoft Excel 2003 or above, 
or in CSV, and follow ISAC's prescribed file layout. 

• The data elements that will need to be uploaded for the high school's 
current senior class are: last name, first name, middle initial and date of 
birth
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ISAC FAFSA Completion Initiative
• Once uploaded, the list will be used to match to FAFSA and Alternative 

Application completion data on a weekly basis
o With the U.S. Department of Education for FAFSA records
o With ISAC for Alternative Applications records

• The ability for high schools to upload their lists will open up during the 
week of October 5, and the first week that completion data will be 
available is October 12
o Completion data will not be available until high schools have uploaded their 

list of high school seniors into GAP Access
• It is important to note that the FAFSA Upload function is separate 

from the State Scholar Program File Upload process.
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ISAC FAFSA Completion Initiative
• Instructions for the file upload process are provided in the FAFSA 

Completion Initiative User Guide, which can be accessed on the GAP 
Access User Guide page of isac.org
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ISAC FAFSA Completion Initiative
• After your school’s list has been uploaded and matching has begun, counselors will be 

able to see aggregate data for their entire student body
• Data will include how many students have filed a FAFSA or Alternative Application, have 

received an EFC, are Pell-eligible, and are MAP-eligible
• Counselors can then access more specific data for students

o There are no indicators regarding verification flags.
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The college choice data is aggregate and provides the number of applicants who have listed 
a particular school as their 1st choice. 

 Counselors do not have access to the college choice for each student. 



ISAC FAFSA Completion Initiative
EFC data is provided in ranges, and is not provided in a manner that is specific 
to each student. 
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Home Page –
isac.org 



FAFSA Completion By School
will also include Alternative Applications

www.isac.org/home/fafsa/index.html 56

http://www.isac.org/home/fafsa/index.html


Assistance for Students and Families
• ISACorps members are available across the state to assist students 

and families with college planning and financial aid. 
o They can provide one-on-one assistance as well as presentations and workshops.

• Visit studentportal.isac.org/isacorps to find an ISACorps member in 
your area
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https://studentportal.isac.org/isacorps


ISAC Contact Information
School Services

866-247-2172
isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

ISAC Call Center – Student Services
800-899-4722

isac.studentservices@illinois.gov

*****************************
Kim Eck, Partner & Training Services

217-785-7139
Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov

Tania Mendoza, Partner & Training Services
Tania.Mendoza@illinois.gov
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Questions/Comments?

Thank you for 
participating today!
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