
Claim Your Future
Linking Today’s Educational Choices to Future 
Careers and Financial Stability 

Manuel Talavera | manuel.Talavera@illinois.gov
Illinois Student Assistance Commission
Professional Development Specialist 

mailto:manuel.Talavera@illinois.gov


1. Claim Your Future Background
2. How to Play
3. Resources

Overview 



Claim Your 
Future 

Background



About the Game

• Launched in 2015, Claim Your Future (CYF) is a 
game that encourages students to explore:
• Education after high school
• Future careers
• Money management

• The game can be played with elementary, 
middle, and high school students
• Classroom activity 
• Afterschool activity 
• Supplemental activity for a larger unit on careers, 

higher education, and money management



• In-person kit includes: 
• Welcome letter
• 50 unique career wheels 
• 100 student reward stickers 
• Blank budget worksheet

• Online version includes: 
• 125 unique career options
• Printable budget worksheet
• Educator’s Guide
• Additional financial education resources

Game Approach



• Financial Aid & Literacy  
• Be exposed to a financial literacy unit in a course or 

workshop (8th grade) 

• Career Exploration and Development 
• Complete an orientation to career clusters 

(9th grade)
• Educational requirements, cost, expected entry level and 

midpoint salary for occupations in selected career 
pathway (10th grade)

• Post-Secondary Education Exploration, Preparation, 
and Selection
• Complete a unit on education planning (8th grade) 

IL PaCE Framework & CYF



How to Play



In-Person Game Kit



• Name of career 
• Annual income
• Monthly income 

after: 
• Taxes, insurance, and 

student loans, if 
applicable

• Education level
• Type of degree and 

years of college, if 
applicable   

• Expenses
• Savings (online only)
• Housing
• Food
• Transportation 
• Communications 
• Extras

Career Wheel – Career & Expenses 



• Standard options for savings and debt
• Savings options

• Savings account: 2%
• College: 6%
• Retirement: 6%

• Types of debt: 
• Credit card: 12%
• Home purchase: 6%
• Student loans: 6%

Career Wheel – Savings & Debt



• Use the CYF Budget 
Worksheet to track 
expenses to find 
remaining spending 
money  

Game Approach 



Online Game 

isac.claimyourfuture.com

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


• 15 questions 
• How much do you know 

about careers, college, 
and money?

• Test your knowledge 
before you play!

Pre-game Assessment 



Game Approach

isac.claimyourfuture.com

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/


Resources



• Educator's Guide
• Step-by-step lesson plan 

including learning 
objectives 

• Optional activities and 
assignments 

• Web-based resources
• Glossary of terms

• Printable Budget 
Worksheet 

• Certificate of Completion

Educator Resources

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/wp-content/uploads/Generic-CYF-Educators-Guide_AUG2020.pdf
https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/wp-content/uploads/Claim-Your-Future-Budget-Worksheet.pdf
https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/wp-content/uploads/Certificate-of-Completion.pdf


Short Film 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8DzA
lqPATU&t=19s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a8DzAlqPATU&t=19s


Order Your FREE Kit Today!

isac.claimyourfuture.com/order-kits

https://isac.claimyourfuture.com/order-kits/


Thank You!
To schedule a Claim Your Future session at your 

school, please contact 
isac.outreach@Illinois.gov

Or

If you would like to schedule a staff training to learn 
how to use Claim Your Future with your students, 

please contact 
isac.outreachtraining@Illinois.gov

mailto:isac.outreach@Illinois.gov
mailto:isac.outreachtraining@Illinois.gov

