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 During the 2022-23 school year, 
GEAR UP reaches 14 pairs of 
middle and high schools 
primarily located in rural 
communities throughout Illinois

 All middle schools are given the 
option to implement the GEAR 
UP Developmental Curriculum 
into 7th and 8th grade classes

 Quarterly class or structured 
activities facilitated by trained 
staff



Ready, Willing, and Able

 Savitz-Romer and Bouffard 
suggest an adolescent 
developmental approach to 
college readiness and success.

 They discuss five core 
developmental stages that are 
crucial for students: Envisioning, 
Believing, Aiming, Organizing, 
and Connecting.













During 7th Grade a Student Should Be 
Supported To:



During 8th Grade a Student Should Be 
Supported To:



During 8th Grade a Student Should Be 
Exposed To:



7th Grade – Aspiration
• Engage in Guided Self-Reflection



7th Grade – Planning
• Explore Habits
• Create or Change a Habit



7th Grade – Self-Advocacy
• Understand a Growth Mindset



8th Grade – Aspiration
• Articulate Personal Strengths
• Identify Sources of Motivation



8th Grade – Claim Your Future
• Explore Career Interests
• Compare Possible Financial Futures



8th Grade – Planning 
• Understand the Concept 

of Career Clusters
• Complete a Career 

Cluster Survey



8th Grade – Financial Literacy
• Be Exposed to a Financial Literacy Unit in a Course or 

Workshop



8th Grade – Self-Advocacy
• Demonstrate a Growth Mindset
• Map a Support Network



Thank You
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